Valour MAT

Valour schools – possible Covid case protocol
Aim- Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that
those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in
their household who does, do not attend school
Ensuring that pupils, staff and other adults do not come into the school if they
have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or have tested positive in the last 7 days,
and ensuring anyone developing those symptoms during the school day is sent
home, are essential actions to reduce the risk in schools and further drive down
transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). All schools must follow this process and
ensure all staff are aware of it.
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high
temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell
(anosmia), they must be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home:
guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19)
infection’, which sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 7 days and should
arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other
members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14
days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms.
If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room
where they can be isolated behind a closed door, depending on the age and
needs of the child, with appropriate adult supervision if required. Ideally, a
window should be opened for ventilation. If it is not possible to isolate them,
move them to an area which is at least 2 metres away from other people.
If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they should use
a separate bathroom if possible. The bathroom must be cleaned and disinfected
using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else.
PPE must be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a
distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a
child with complex needs). More information on PPE use can be found in the safe
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working in education, childcare and children’s social care settings, including the
use of personal protective equipment (PPE) guidance.
If a child in a boarding school shows symptoms, they should initially self-isolate
in their residential setting household. Most children will benefit from self-isolating
in their boarding house so that their usual support can continue. Others will
benefit more from self-isolating in their family home. For more information on
how to care for a symptomatic child while protecting the welfare of other pupils
and staff, read the guidance on isolation for residential educational settings.
As is usual practice, in an emergency, call 999 if someone is seriously ill or injured
or their life is at risk. Anyone with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms should not
visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or a hospital.
Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any pupils
who have been in close contact with them do not need to go home to selfisolate unless they develop symptoms themselves (in which case, they should
arrange a test) or if the symptomatic person subsequently tests positive (see
below) or they have been requested to do so by NHS Test & Trace.
Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and
running water or use hand sanitiser after any contact with someone who is
unwell. The area around the person with symptoms must be cleaned with normal
household disinfectant after they have left to reduce the risk of passing the
infection on to other people. See the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare
settings guidance.
Public Health England is clear that routinely taking the temperature of pupils is
not recommended as this is an unreliable method for identifying coronavirus
(COVID-19).
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