A huge welcome back from Mrs Peverall
I am so pleased to be back in school after a lovely (but tiring) 10 months of maternity leave. It has been great getting to know the children again this week and we have got lots of brilliant learning planned for this term with new and exciting topics throughout our foundation curriculum- we can’t wait to get started!
This term, my non-working day will be Thursday. The children will do science, computing and French on this day. PE will continue to be on a Wednesday afternoon and Mrs Conway will teach the children PSHE. We will continue to swim on a Tuesday morning until February half term.
Literac[image: ]y
Our first unit of work will be suspense stories. We will write an adapted story based on Adventure at Sandy Cove.
We will continue to have shared reading every day. Our text is Charlotte’s Web. All children will read 1:1 with an adult every week. Some children will read 1:1 with an adult more frequently (a minimum of 3 times per week).
Spellings will continue to be set on spelling shed and tested on a Friday. The children will also receive a paper copy should you prefer to teach them in a different way.
Numeracy
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Our first unit of learning is multiplication and division and the children will be taught formal written methods to help them to solve calculations with larger numbers. They will be taught to reason and problem solve using these new skills. There will be a big push on learning multiplication and division facts.
Science
Our science unit is STATES OF MATTER. Within this unit:
The children will compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases. 
They will observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and measure or research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C)
Children will identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of evaporation with temperature.
History
In History, we will be continuing our learning of British history and finding out who came to Britain after the Anglo-Saxons! Do you know?
It was the Vikings. The children will learn all about when the Vikings came to Britain and their raid on Lindisfarne. We hope to visit Holy Island so the children can see first-hand the remains of the monastery there. They will use sources to learn more about this time and develop skills in significance when learning about Alfred the Great.
During dance this half term, the children will be using invasion as a focus.
Geography
We will expand on our knowledge of Europe and learn more about the World during our unit of ‘Where in the World our food comes from’. The children will learn to locate different countries and continents around the world as well as knowing about hemispheres. They will learn about climate zones and find out which foods are grown in each zone (if any).
Dates for your diary and things to remember!
· [bookmark: _GoBack]PE will take place on a Wednesday afternoon. After half term they will also have PE on a Friday. Your child will need their PE kit and appropriate footwear on these days.
· Swimming will continue until February half term. Please send the children with a swimming costume, towel and a swim cap (optional). 
· Please sign your child’s reading log when they complete their reading book and make a comment about how they got on with their book. If your child is a free reader, they are not expected to change their book weekly but should still bring their reading log to show what they have read at home.
· So that we can best support your child in school, their reading book needs to be in school every day.
· Where possible, please ensure your child has a water bottle.
· Weekly spellings will be tested on a Friday.
· Timestable booklets will be sent home and completed to build up quick recall of multiplication facts in readiness for the statutory Y4 multiplication check in the summer term.
· 
Please keep an eye on the ‘key dates’ section of our newsletter for other upcoming events in school.

Thank you for your support at home!
If you have any questions or require support at any point in the year, please contact the school office to arrange an appointment to meet with me.
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